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tion takes place without the necessity of establishing contact at
a large number of points.

In the earliest forms of voltaic cell, zinc and copper were
used for the electrodes and sulphuric acid for the electrolyte.
The nature of the action of such a cell will not be difficult to

Kg. 108.   Diagrammatic representation of production of current in a primary cell.
(The arrows indicate the direction of the positive current.)

follow with the help of Fig. 108. When contact is established
between the zinc and copper by closing the external circuit, the
zinc becomes positively electrified and the copper negatively
electrified; the result is that the negative ions (S04) in the
sulphuric acid are attracted to the zinc and the positive (H2)
ions are attracted to the copper; the migration of the ions and
the handing over of their electricity to the electrodes causes a